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where, the use of rancid oils (olive oil) and fatty matter (the
preserved milk and fat of goats) is a common part of the daily
diet. At Aleppo, again, the use of salted and cured meats,
which have no doubt undergone a chemical change, is in vogue.
Then, again, many lepers are fishermen. The consumption of
rancid oil in Norway and Iceland is the rule. Lepers generally
congregate near towns, it must be remembered ; but this does
not prove that they may not originally have been in the hahit
of coming under the influence just named ; indeed, at Jeru-
salem stale and foul fish is eaten largely.

All observers agree that leprosy is hereditary ; but the taint
transmitted by parents often shows itself in a freakish way.
The tuberculated may transmit the anaesthetic variety, or dif-
ferent members of the same family may be affected by the two
different varieties; the disease may skip over one generation;
one member alone of a family may be leprous. The account
from Nagpore says that of 228 cases, in 40 it was hereditary:
23 malc and 17 females. The disease, however, arises in
instances in which it is impossible to trace any hereditary
tendency.
Leprosy is said to be on the increase in some parts-Jamaica

and Guiana, for example, amongst other places; in great
measure, no doubt, favoured by the absence of all means for
the prevention of the production and propagation of the dis-
ease. The leper is an outcast who is thought to deserve no
comfort and no attempt at rescue; hence the treatment is of
the most unsatisfactory kind. The whole gist of the latter
part of the Report is to show the decided benefit to be derived
from the adoption of means to improve the physical and
moral condition of the leprous poor. There is no cure for
leprosy; Medicine must therefore ain2 at its prevention. The

Committee have clearly defined what true leprosy is, and the
circumstances which we must sift for the discovery of the
true cause-chiefly the peculiarity of the diet of lepers. " It
seems indisputable that as the agricultural and horticultural
condition of Britain advanced and the diet of the working
classes was bettered, ...... leprosy became less common," &c.
And in reference to India the Committee observe that, "with
its 150 millions of inhabitants, the question of the food of the
people, in its probable relations to the widespread prevalence
of leprosy and other endemic disorders, is a matter of the

highest interest in an economical as well as in a scientific point
of view. That a marked change in the habits of the native
population will ensue upon the increase of divers industries,
the improved cultivation of the land, the less frequent recur-
rence of famines, and the consequent amelioration of their

general condition from year to year; and that better food,
better clothing, and better housing, with greater personal
cleanliness, will lead to the abatement of leprosy,-may be
confidently anticipated."-p. lxxv.
And here we leave the matter for the present.

THE LANCET RECORD
OF

THE PROGRESS OF MEDICINE AND THE
COLLATERAL SCIENCES.

ADAPTATION OF THE EYE IN AMPHIBIA.

IT has often puzzled anatomists to discover by what means
the eyes of amphibia maintain perfect vision in different media,
such as air and water. M. F. Plateau, however, thinks he
has solved the problem. This servant alleges that in amphibia
and fish, though the lens is nearly spherical, the cornea, or
that portion of it in front of the lens, is completely flattened ;
and hence, optically, the difference in media is unimportant.
We doubt this assertion of M. Plateau, and we still further
question his statement that in these animals the ciliary muscle
is not called into use during adaptation.

ARTIFICIAL AND SPONTANEOUS HORSE-POX.

We have before referred to M. Chauveau’s paper on this
subject. We may now mention that he has put his conclusions
into systematic form before the French Academy. These con-
clusions are twelve in number, but they all point to the well-
known doctrine of their author-that spontaneous horse-pox
is really produced by contagion, and that the difference in
character between it and the artificial form is due simply to a
different mode of inoculation.

!
i REGENERATION OF LOST PARTS.

In most of our treatises on physiology it is alleged as a won-derful example of vitality that the limbs of the newt are re-
generated after amputation. This assertion, however, must
now be somewhat (lualified. In a memoir lately published
M. Philippeaux states that when the scapular portion of the

! extremity is removed with the humerus, no regeneration occurs ;
 but when this bone is left behind, complete regeneration takes
place in about four months.

THE INTRODUCTION OF CHOLERA INTO FRANCE.

! From the papers laid before the French Academy by M.
Grimaud de Caux, it seemed proved beyond all question that
the cholera appeared in Marseilles subsequently to the arrival
of a vessel with pilgrims from Alexandria. Thus much evi-
dence was brought forward in proof of the contagion theory.Some few weeks ago, however, considerable doubt was thrown
upon the theory of contagion by the assertion that cholera
was present in Marseilles prior to the date assigned by M.
Grimaud. Paragraphs to this effect appeared in some of our

! daily papers, and gave rise to some distrust of professional
theories. It will gratify our readers therefore to know that
the supposed cases of cholera have been most satisfactorily ex-
i plained away by M. Grimaud, who has shown them to be
fabrications. Our readers will find M. Grimaud’s reply in full
in the Comptes Rendus, vol. lxiii., No. 16.
! THE STRUCTURE OF CONNECTIVE TISSUE.

! It has been shown in a memoir by M. E. C. Ordonez, in a
late number of Robin’s Journal, that the arrangement of theelastic element in connective tissue is not exactly as Virchow
would have us believe. The French histologis’t asserts (and
our own experience quite agrees with his conclusions) that the

elastic elements are not tubular, and hence do not form a sys-
tem of nutrition canals. His opinion that the connective-
tissue corpuscles are transitory we cannot quite concur in. In

every specimen of connective tissue the corpuscles in their
embryonic or metamorphosed state may be seen. As has been
shown by Huxley, the white element of connective tissue is
formed by the periplast, and the elastic fibres represent the
nuclei plus the portions of periplast immediately connected
with them.

TERMINATION OF NERVES IN MUSCLE.

Dr. Moxon, who has been studying the relations of ultimate
nerve and muscle fibres in insect larve, arrives at the astound-
ing generalisation that, because in the larvae of the gnat he
has seen what he thinks to be the abrupt ending of a nerve, it

! follows that in all animals with striated muscle the nerves
terminate abruptly. We should recommend Dr. Moxon to
examine further, and to prepare good specimens and examine
them in the fresh condition, and not when " they have been

made dropsical by forty-eight hours’ confinement."
CAT’S MILK.

M. Commaille, who strongly recommencls the employment
of cat’s milk, states that it has the following composition. One

litre contains-

The cat from which the milk was taken had been fed on flesh
exclusively.

A NEW -NARCOTIC POISON.

At a late meeting of the Society of Sciences at Gottingen
Herr T. Husemann gave a description of a plant which is used
in India as a narcotic, and of which the scientific name is
Nerium antidyssentericum. The bark and seeds of the plant
are used by the natives in the treatment of diarrh&oelig;a, flatulence,
fevers, and bilious affections. Herr Husemann’s experiments
upon the action of the drug were made principally on frogs,
toads, pigeons, and rabbits, and they demonstrate that in
doses of from 150 to 200 milligrammes the alcoholic extract
begins to be poisonous to reptiles, and in doses of 250 to 300
milligrammes it produces death rapidly. Pigeons and rabbits
are destroyed by doses of from two to four grammes. These
figures relate to cases where the poison was administered by
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the hypodermic method. In reptiles the effects show them-
selves in about a quarter of an hour, and in pigeons and rabbits
in from thirty to forty-five minutes. Death takes place in
from three to four and a half hours. At first there is paralysis
of the muscular system, then suppression of the reflex move-
ments. There is no appreciable alteration in the size of the
pupil, or in the movements of the heart. Death takes place
by paralysis of the thoracic muscles.

PHYSIOLOGICAL ACTION OF THE PRINCIPLES OF HELLEBORE.

M. Marme has published the results of his investigations
upon the action of helleborine and helleboreine, two substances
prepared from the roots of green and black hellebore, and
which he looks upon as glycosides. Helleboreine in small
doses acts somewhat like digitaline, and diminishes the pulse;
in larger doses, on the contrary, it accelerates it, and produces
a brief paralysis of the heart. It increases the secretion of
saliva as readily when introduced into the blood as into the
mouth. It acts as an irritant to the digestive tube, producing
violent vomiting and dysenteric diarrhoea accompanied with
severe pain ; it causes hypersemia of the pelvic organs, espe-
cially in women. Helleborine acts on the intestines like helle-
boreine, but differs from it in being slightly narcotic also.

DEVELOPMENT OF BOTHRIOCEPHAL1TS LATUS.

An important memoir on the life-history of the formidable
Bothriocephalus latus teaches us a very different creed from
that put forward by Herr Kuohenmeister. He states that his

inquiries prove beyond all question that the embryoes fresh
from the egg of this parasite, when introduced directly into the
intestine of mammals, do not make their way into the other
organs, notwithstanding their possession of the usual circlet
of hooks. On the contrary, all the stages of development,
from that of scolex to the perfect sexual condition, are under-
gone in the cavity of the intestine. This statement is one of
great importance, and deserves the attention of helmintho-
logists.

COPPER IN THE HUMAN BODY.

It has repeatedly been asserted and denied that copper exists
as a normal constituent in the human body. Among those
who have detected its presence in the blood and muscles may be
mentioned the names of Sarzeau, Vauquelin, Milton, Chevreul,
and Wackenroder. Recently, however, Herr Blasius, of Bruns-
wick, has found copper in large proportions in the blood of
several mammals. The reason, he observes, why other che-
mists have failed to detect the metal is that the spleen and
liver alone have been examined. The following are some of
Herr Blasius’ figures :&mdash; 

ABSORPTION OF PHOSPHORUS.

Herren Husemann and Marm&eacute; have concluded from their
numerous experiments that, contrary to the general supposi-
tion, phosphorus in the uncombined condition is absorbed into
the system. They state-1. That when oil of phosphorus is
introduced by means of a tube into the stomach of dogs or
cats, it may be detected in the liver by Mitscherlich’s process
in two or three hours after its ingestion. 2. Phosphorus may
be demonstrated in the liver of herbivorous animals, as well as
in those of carnivora. 3. The dose necessary to enable the
detection of phosphorus in the liver is extremely small. By
using Mitscherlich’s process one may detect the phosphorescent
light in the liver of rabbits to which so small a dose as a single
cubic centimetre of the oil has been given. 4. Sometimes a
strong odour of phosphorus is obtained by macerating the liver
in sulphuric acid. 5. Phosphorus may also be detected in the
heart and in its contents, especially when the oil has been
administered in large closes.

FUNCTIONS OF THE STOMATA OF LEAVES.

Botanical physiologists of the old school will be surprised
to hear that M. Duchartre, one of the most distinguished
botanists of France, declares that the quantity of carbonic acid

exhaled by plants has not any relation to the total surface of
the stomata or " breathing holes." This opinion is contrary
to that expressed in most of our modern text-books.

DEVELOPMENT OF THE BUCCAL CAVITY.

According to Herr T6r6k’s inquiries, the buccal cavity is
developed from a thickened expansion of the same layer of
embryonic cells from which the cerebral nervous system, the
olfactory organ, the retina, and the vesicles of the labyrinth
take their origin. The thickening takes place just above
each of the two olfactory organs. As the sinus increases in
depth, it ceases to be in a right line with the visceral cavity.
The other details of Herr T&ouml;r&ouml;k’s memoir are too technical
for abstract in these pages. The paper was originally read
before the Society of Sciences of Gottingen.

OBSERVATIONS OF THE EGG OF THE HEN.

Herr Stricker has published an essay with the above title.
He says one finds in the ovary of a young hen utricles like
those of the mammalian ovary. It is possible to isolate a
membrane which is usually enclosed between the epithelium
with follicles and the yelk, even when the eggs are quite
fresh. Hence, says Herr Stricker, it may be concluded that
the peripheric cells are nothing less than a follicular epithelium.
The elements of the vitellus are neither of a conglomerate
character, as Gegenbaur asserts, nor of cellule. They are the
products of the secretion of the folliccular epithelium, equivalent
to the mucous globules found in the intestinal canal. That
which is styled the vitellus of formation (Bildungs-Dotter) is,
in the strongest sense of the word, an independent cellular
body. In future, therefore, physiologists should substitute
for the expression vitellus of formation the simpler and more
exact expression, germ.

Correspondence.

CLITORIDECTOMY.

"Audi alteram partem."

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-The inaccuracies, to use a milcl expression, of Mr.

Isaac B. Brown’s statements having ’been so incontestably
proved, and all participation in Mr. Brown’s theories and
practices having been so strongly disclaimed, little now re-
mains for me but to narrate the circumstances under which

my private note was penned, and to which Mr. Brown has
thought fit to give publicity in the last number of your
journal.
The note which he says I wrote to him on the 24th of May,

1865, I may have written; but I have so total a want of any
recollection of having done so, that I can look upon it as the
letter of a total stranger ; and doing so, I, and any of your
readers, can and must see at a glance that it is the letter of
a man who, having received the apology alluded to in the
first sentence, writes with the overstrained courtesy which any
one naturally does on accepting an apology. Mr. Brown may
not understand tliis ; but to your readers it needs no com-
ment.

Mr. Isaac B. Brown appears to urge this note upon the at-
tention of your readers as confirmatory of the reckless asser-

tions contained in his communication of the 22nd of last
December : first, and in his own words, "that in a case brought
to me by an eminent physician in London, Dr. West had
given his opinion to the effect that the case was a suitable one
for my operation ... that the physician was Dr. Green-
halgh ;" and, secondly, that I had recommended the excision
of the clitoris for self-abuse. The only allusion in that note to
Dr. West is, that "I think" the patient "has been under his
care." There is not one word referring to clitoridectomy, as
far as that physician is concerned. But to the facts of the
case. The lady to whom the note refers had suffered between
seven and eight years from pruritus, for which she had been
treated by more than one eminent practitioner. Finding
little and no permanent benefit from the numerous remedies

. prescribed, she applied to me for advice, and was under my


